ISSUE(38) , ) BIENCHERDSTOWN
sy ” ) ASTIERNOK
= ONGID

HARISTOWN
HUNISIONN
ASHIOWN

MULHUDDARS
OIONEESAONGAR

HIENSIVENEWVY S,
J'JJ_J o ,\_.'_. '_.C)C;-\'_. BABUSINESSEIAY iIERS]

QAU L DRl S IS EEE M
HUREGASTERTHANIME EIREANN|IR 33 25 3

Castleknock
018210111

COUNCILLOR

PUNAMRANE

3AMain Straat,ﬂngw‘ﬂﬂuge Dublin15 @) 0oss. zsum

SRE ey P E AC E

Private Safe

Deposit Boxes OF M IN D

from €4 per week!

\\) SElaNEGANIKERNS

"The Spring Clear Out

SEE INSIDE ON PAGES 18, 19 & 39




Just In Time for the

Party Season

28 Day
CHALLENGE

In just 20 minutes per session and
only three sessions per week
we will transformyouinto  /
the best shape of your life.  /

educogum.

\/ ,;
TEL: 01821 4460 “-<.
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DUBLIN 15°s COMPREHENSIVE NEWS HUB
FOR ALL LOCAL & BUSINESS MATTERS

SERVING: BLANCHARDSTOWN, CASTLEKNOCK, CLONSILLA,
HARTSTOWN, HUNTSTOWN, ASHTOWN, MULHUDDART, CLONEE & ONGAR

AVAILABLE
FROM

EDITORIAL

elcome to our first

in 2023.

long-range  weather

edition of Little Village :
- these predictions and report back
The weather gave :
us a cold start even though the :
forecasts
predict warmer weather due to :
global warming. Weather forecasts :
can be hit and miss so our cover
feature this month looks at how :
animals and nature might be the :
best way to predict the weather. :
This is what our ancestors relied :

on. Make of it what you will. We
also take a dip into Old Moores
Almanac to see what he got right
in 2022 and what is in store for
2023. We will keep an eye on

in future issues.

Local news includes the loss
of jobs at Argos and the creation
of jobs by a US company. There
is good news for residents with
apartment defects and some
interesting historical information
about Blanchardstown.

We wish all our readers a happy
and safe 2023.

LITTLE VILLAGE MAGAZINE

440 4 : All correspondence should be
" :addressed to:

: Patrick Browne

: Graphic Design

: hello@patrickbrownedesign.com
: 086 8319322

: Ronan Bright

: Director / Head of Sales
* brightronan83@gmail.com

: 085 199 8321

: Little Village Magazine, 4 Castleknock Mews, Old Navan Road,
: Castleknock, Dublin 15

: Creative Top Publishing Ltd. publishes Little Village Magazine.
i Company registration No. 534480

No part of Little Village Magazine may be reproduced without the prior
: consent of the publisher.

Disclaimer
: Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the publisher.

CALL

TODAY ON 085199 8321
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Alcoholics Anonymous
Corduff D15

Cur Group meets every Saturday moming at 11am in the
Corduff Community Resource Centre on Blackcourt Road
and simultanecusly online on:

Zoom Meeting ID: B98 5548 6555
Passcode: recovery

= Qur meeting is OPEN to anyone interested in leaming
about AA and how we help others affected by alcoholism.

* Aleoholics Anonymous is an international Fellowship of
men and women who have had a drinking problem.

= It is Non-Professional, Self-Supporting, Multiracial,
Apolitical and available almost everywhere.

» There are no Age or Educational requirements,
membership is to ANYONE who wants to do something
about their drinking problem.

E*:E WE CAN BE CONTACTED HERE:
; 085814 1164  tiasgcordufi@gmail.com
www.thereisasolution.group

(=],
All enquiries will be treated in the STRICTEST CONFIDENCE
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New International

' Surrogacy laws
. will give families

legal certainty in
Ireland

. Parents of babies born through

: surrogacy will finally have their right to
. parentage enshrined in Irish law, Dublin
. Mid West’s Fine Gael TD has said.

eputy Emer Higgins welcomed yesterday’s
agreement at Cabinet for legislative amendments to
be brought to the committee stage of the Assisted
Human Reproduction Bill to legislate for international
surrogacy.

Deputy Higgins said: “It was an honour to serve as the vice-
chair on the Oireachtas Committee on International Surrogacy as
we came together to examine the difficulties and challenges that
parents through surrogacy face and how we can best protect and
acknowledge them and their children.

“The amendments agreed yesterday will make sure that parents
who went through surrogacy and who are not currently legally
recognised by the State will be able to apply for parental orders so
that they can make decisions for their children.

“I know this will be really welcome news for the many parents and
advocates we met and engaged with as a committee,” said Deputy
Higgins.

“Currently parents in this situation can’t make decisions for their

children on things like school trips, medical care, medication, or
having their photos taken.
“And in situations where a relationship may break down second
parents have been at the mercy of the child’s biological father as
to whether get access or custody of their children which can lead to
extremely nasty and stressful negotiations for some mothers.

“But now, parents in this situation will be able to go through the
court to secure access and custody of their children.

Deputy Higgins continued: I've met a number of local families in
Dublin Mid West who have been impacted by our old-fashioned laws
but now Ireland will have a very high ethical legislative framework to
provide protections for families and surrogates when Irish children
are born via surrogacy abroad.

“And | have to commend my colleagues in Fine Gael, especially
Senator Mary Seery Kearney for her continued hard work in this
area to get us to where we are now.

“I hope now that these legislative amendments will move quickly
through Oireachtas and we will see the first applications to the
Courts being made next year,” concluded Deputy Higgins.
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 Your Local Blinds Manufacturer & Repair Centre for 35 Years!

Shop in the SHOW ROOMS

Unit 3, Kylemore Park North

COI‘I‘IfOI’t Of yﬁlll' off the Kylemoere Road, D12

(Turn at Kocea Tiles, facing ALD)
own home s UL
Tel: 085 7812 869 Open 7 Days
WE CALL TO YOU 6 DAYS Monday - Friday till Spm b r7. 1
Office 01623 8389 7 Days Sat till 5pm - Sun 12-5pm U %

Mobile 085 7812 869

ROMAN BLINDS /7 VELUX ROOF BLINDS / WOOD VENETIAN BLINDS / BLACKOUT BLINDS

| TRANSFORM YOUR OLD
BLINDS TO NEW

Bring your old Roller Blinds and have New
- Cloth Fitted at DISCOUNT PRICES!

NEW SPECIALS - DAY & NIGHT
BLINDS - ANY FINISH YOU WANT

Full House Roller Blinds €399 up to 25ft
€498 up to 30ft White/Cream Straight Finish

" Patio Blinds €139 Cream or White up to 25 Slats
" 4 New Head Rail €80

3x35mm Wooden Blinds €388 up to 13ft

All Blinds Supplied & Fitted - Carpet/Wood Floors, Vinyls

F l.l" HOUSE Fitted Kitchen & Wardrobes - Doors/Floors/Banisters
& Apartment AllBeds & Bedroom Furniture - Suites - Tables & Chairs

Fit' t ! Stairs & Landing fitted from €299 up to 8ft landing
outs FREE QUOTE « FREE FITTING - FREE MEASURING

CARPETS/VINYLS

A 5 —

085 7812 869 « OPEN 7 DAYS « SUPPLYING & FITTING FOR OVER 35 YEARS




Minister Roderic O’Gorman
welcomes record number of families
benefitting from increased National
Childcare Scheme subsidies

In January 2023, subsidies under the National Childcare Scheme increased
to €1.40 per hour of childcare, per child. This is an increase of 90c on the
previous rate and means that parents using full-time registered early learning
and childcare services will benefit from an average 25% reduction in their
childcare costs.

n Budget 2022, | took initial steps to addressing
the historic underinvestment and prioritised :
| secured a package of €716m :
for the sector (€78m more than last year’s :
budget), which includes a new funding stream :
for providers from September 2022, totalling at :

childcare.

€200m in a full year.

O’Gorman said:
“Since being appointed Minister for Children, |

delivering on that promise.

This week, | announced that more than 105,000
children, and their families, are benefitting from the
National Childcare Scheme - an increase of 95% :
compared to this time last year. I'm delighted that :
the increased subsidies have led to a huge growth
in demand for the NCS, meaning more parents :
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than ever are getting more affordable childcare.
I’'ve spoken to a number of parents across the
constituency who have told me how beneficial
these increased savings on childcare are for them
and their family. Many parents who felt they had to
choose between childcare and returning to work

. have said that they now feel that they can do both.
Welcoming the increased subsidies under the :
National Childcare Scheme, Minister Roderic

| want to continue supporting families with children,
and will be working within Government on how we

: can bring even further affordability for parents in
. future budgets.”

made clear my intention to make childcare more :
affordable for parents, and with this increase in the
National Childcare Scheme subsidy, due to the :
additional €121m | secured in Budget 2023, | am

Roderic O’Gorman
TD and Minister for
Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration,
and Youth




Blanchardstown
Historical
Records

The name Blanchardstown comes
from the Blanchard family, who
were granted their estate sometime
between 1250 and 1260.

he name ‘Blanchard’ is thought to come from

the French word blanch, meaning white, and

could refer to white or fair hair.

Much of present-day Blanchardstown was
once covered by dense forest, which was known
as the Great Scaldwood. The forest stretched from
the River Tolka to beyond Coolmine. It was home

to wolves and wild boar, which were hunted by the :

local gentry. Following years of war and rebellion
during which the number of hunters waned, the wolf

population grew to such an extent that it posed a :

danger to local people and livestock. In 1652, the

authorities ordered a wolf cull. In 1662, the Hearth
: Money Act was passed by the Irish Parliament.
: Each house that possessed a fireplace or hearth
was obliged to pay a tax of two shillings every year
: for each one. Official records contain the names of
: those who were liable for the tax in Blanchardstown.
Amongst them was a Richard Dempsey who had
: to pay four shillings, as he had two fireplaces in his
: home.

The Parish Register for Blanchardstown goes
: back to the 1750’s. This is a great record of the
. different families who lived in the area. From these
: records, we know which surnames were common in
¢ Blanchardstown over 250 years ago. Some common
: names were O’Brien, Mulligan, Corrigan, Sherlock,
Powderly, Mahon, Horgan, Bronan, Dixon, Staunton,
Halfpenny and Carpenter.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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BED SET

8299

® SplitBase
® Head Board
® Orthopaedic Mattress
@ All Colours

NUMBER 1FOR BEDS IN IRELAND

CRUSH VELVET 4R Doulile Bed
Now €229

@ irish made
& Double Quited Divan
= Complete Wilth
« Plallorm base

BEST{PRICESIINIDUBLINSIRINGIFORIDELIVERIESEICALLI085/781/2863IT0DAY,

UNIT 3 KYLEMORE PARK NORTH
OFF THE KYLEMORE ROAD

(TURN AT ROCA TILES)
TEL: 085 781 2869

BLINDS &
INTERIORS ' orex7ons sovtou- s

Crush Velvet , 3
Bed Set e

s
SEUSInglelBed
Now 6129

. KING SIZE [5FT)
ONLY €399

@ lrizh made
% SnE——— @ Split Base
headboard 69
« 371 Delux deep Base ® Head Board
@ Orthopaedic Matiress
@ All Colours
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FINE GAEI: * Newr Year Update 2023 =
Councillor

i

PUNAM RANE

3A Main Street, Ongar Village, Dublin 15 {£) 089 254 4372

() PunamFG@gmail.com €3 PunamRaneFG € PunamRaneFG

Dear Resident, W P

My initiative for 2023 is to get as many
ongoing projects completed as soon as
possible. | have many innovative ideas
that | will be sharing with the community
in the coming weeks. | will be focusing on
the areas that lack amenities.

Punam

Fingal Enterprising Women's
Network

LED Fingal hosted the fourth in-person Fingal
Enterprising Women's networking event of 2022
"Circle of Friendship” on Thursday the 8th of
December. This was an opportunity for all women to
come together in the world of business.

Dunsink

The Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies (DIAS)
is part of a joint bid to have DIAS Dunsink Obsarvatory
as adesignated UNESCO Site of World Herjtage.
There are great opportunities to develop the Dunsink
Observatory as a community amenity including
reinstaternent of the historic gardens. Fingal County
Council has been working on optimising the use of this
site as anamenity and national asset.

Dunsink is an area that allows for sustainable
population growth and affordable housing aligned
to national strategic objectives. Dunsink has a
publicly owned landbank, It contains a potential for
transit orientated development including residential

EVENTS

| had the privilege to attend the launch of 50 new jobs

ir Dublin 15 by with An Taoiseach Leo Varadkar by

Irish Telecoms provider Viatel Technology Groupin
Blanchardstown-Dublin 15. | have always been an advocate
of creating more jobs in the technology sector. The future is
becoming more digital and therefore every industry will have
to be geared towards digital transformation.

Schools

My initiative for 2023 is to ensure that the site in Hollywoodrath
for the primary school must also have a secondary school. The
population in Hollystown is fast rising, especially with new houses
and apartments being built in this area in Dublin 15. The contracts
have been drafted and signed by the developers. The primary
school will consist of 24 classrooms extending to 2 storeys with

a ground floor area of ¢.4,232 sg.m. [t wil also incorporatea 2
classroom special educational needs unit in addition to all ancillary
pupil and teacher facilities. There will be external hard and soft
areas and 2 ballcourts as well built.

& mixed-use neighbourhood. It also provides integrated
transport facilities,

Grants Available

Fingal Artist Support Scheme 2023 - This is for projects
or initiatives which will take place between 1st May and 31st
December 2023. Closing date for receipt of applications:
Friday 24th February 2023 at 4.00pm: www.fingal.ie/artist-
support-scheme

Loan Schemes

1. If you would like to apply for business schemes - LEO
Fingal provides a loan scheme through its partnership with
Microfinance Ireland, with “soft” loans of up to €25,000.
This loan scherme offers a substantial way of getting your
business started in a more relaxed and efficient way:
localenterprise.ie.

2. Trading Online Voucher Scheme: This initiative continues
to support small businesses by allowing them to enhance
their online offering by providing a grant for €2,500.
localenterprise.ie.

wigtel Techne

w05
LALEY, A

Woerking in your area with An Taciseach Leo Varadkar TD, Sen. Emer Currie and Frances Fitzgerald MEP




Councillor

PUNAMRANE

Lanesborough Park -
Meakstown Dublin 11

Fart 8 planning permission was previously
received for proposed works within
the park. The play space construction
works are scheduled to commence this
year, they will deliver a greatly enhanced
play offering for the benefit of the
community. This is great news for the
residents of Meakstown who are looking
forward to some of these projects to be
completed. Tree works in Lanesborough
Park commenced on the 7th of February
2023 for a duration of three days. The
schedule of works has been drawn up
by a consulting arborist with the aim of
ensuring tree health and vitality to enable
the upcoming construction of a play
space within the park.

[T

-

Active Travel Funding

Mational Aquatic Centre to Ongar €220,000
Village i
Damastown to Clonsilla Cycle Route | €100,000
Clonee to Blanchardstown Shopping £€235.000
Centre .
Castleknock to Dunsink Lane [ €185.000
Chapel Road to An Tagasc Building €150.000
Active Travel . |
Churchfields Link Road { €1,000.000
Castleknock to Dunsink Lane €185,000

Ladyswell National School | €£200,000
St. Luke's N5 Tyrrelstown Dublin 15 €200.000

COMMUNITIES INTEGRATION FUND 2023

€£500.000 will be made available to local community-based
projects nationwide to support the integration of migrants.
Grants of up to €5,000 will be allocated to successiul
organisations to support integration initiatives.

The Communities Integration Fund celebrates the rich
cultural diversity within local communities and enables local
community-based organisations across Ireland to play
agreater role in supporting the integration of migrants.
Successful organisations stand to receive grant funding of
£1,000 - €5.000 to support local integration initiatives

The closing date for receipt of applications is 12 pmon
Wednesday 15th March 2023.

Applicants can access a detailed guidance docurment and
complete an online application form here
https:/Mec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Community
IntegrationFundApp2023

Blanchardstown Developments

A greenlight go ahead has been given for 311 new apartments in the
Blanchardstown area. This development will cater to a wide range of
peopleincluding students and the younger generation. This seven-
story affordable build will contain withinit, car spaces, a place of
worship and a community facility as well as bike spaces.

YOU CAN VOTE

I you are over 18 years of age and a resident in reland, you can
vote in the Local elections and have a say in your [ocal area. Local
elections decide whichindividuals represent your areain the
local council, The council makes decisions on public services and
facilities in your area. Make sure to have your say. If you wish to
be included on the Electoral Register and register to vote you can
submit a paper application form or apply online at the following
website: www.checktheregister.ie

Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme

The Fund provides support in the form of loans for up to

£25.000. available to start-up, newly established, or growing

microenterprises employing less than 10 people, with viable

business propositions, that do not meet the conventional risk

criteria applied by banks.

To Be Eligible For A Loan Your Business Must:

* Be basedin lreland

* Have less than 10 full-time employees

= With anannual tumover of up to €2 million

* Unable to secure finance from Banks or
other cormmercial lenders

Contact Micro Finance Ireland

https: /info.microfinanceireland.ie/

If you have any queries and you think | can help, please let me know via

the contact details outlined in this update.




Garda
Inspectorate
launches its
Domestic Abuse

We want to hear

from you
Domestic Abuse Victim Survey

We are currently inspecting how the Garda
Siochana responds to domestic abuse

Ploase visit www.giinspis to have your say

abuse is an important part of our inspection. | would

Victim Survey

The Garda Inspectorate has today
launched an on-line survey to gauge
how victims of domestic abuse are
dealt with by the Garda Siochana.

: encourage anyone who has been a victim of domestic
abuse to take this opportunity to tell us about their
i experience with the Garda Siochana. She continued,
: “l want to assure people that the survey is completely
anonymous and any information supplied to the
: Garda Inspectorate will be treated in the strictest
: confidence.”

The Inspectorate will refer to the results of the

survey in a published report relating to this inspection.

his survey is part of an on-going inspection :
into the effectiveness and efficiency of the
Garda Siochana’s response to domestic :
abuse. Deputy Chief Inspector Pauline :

Shields, who is leading this inspection said,

This inspection is examining the Garda Siochana’s
approach to tackling domestic abuse at both strategic
and operational levels, with reference to the best
standards of comparable police services.

The survey will run for a period of four weeks from

“‘Hearing from victims and survivors of domestic Monday 9 January 2023.

TaxAssist Accountants

Here to help
you thrive

Switching accountants is simple.

Get the support and advice you deserve.

Call: 01 906 0400
Email: siobhanstowe@taxassist.ie
Visit: taxassist.ie/blanchardstown
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Book a free, no
obligation
consultation today:




www.baxter.ie
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REAL ESTATE

BAKTE

Celebrating 45 years in

TATELTD

TlTok Blanchardstown Village IgEtSgn g8

@baxter_real_estate

Selling Your Home

m Combine

Traditional values with
the latest prop tech innovation

We Offer

&
@
@
&
&
&

Virtual Viewings

Online bidding

Online appointment booking
Electronic document signing
Bespoke market packages
Daft Premier Partner

Declan Baxter Monika Czarnecka

BSe {surv) M5SCSI BA (hons) Mse (Real Estate)
MRICS MCIArD,; MIPAV MMCEPI

RICS Registered Valuer TEGoVA Residential Valuer
(PSRA No 004135-008071) {PSRA No DO4135-008268)
Jordan Smyth Melissa Roche

BSc (Ord) AVEA B MSe (Real Estote)
{PSRA No DO4135-007380) {PSRA Mo 004135-0068277)

@baxterrealestateltd

Twitter
(@BaxterProperty

Contact one of our
Professional Team today on

018213733 or info@baxter.ie

PR AN

Ipav| € siaszssse (Y RICS

Ay vandor who hos on esdsting ogresmeant with on auctioneanestota agent, assoka ogent, to sall thair proparty should be aware that thay mcy be liabie to poy
resmuneration. togethar with any ogreed costs ond chorges, to the ouctionesrlestate ogent concanmed, il at anytime uncanditional controsts for the sole of the

propeity concermnd are-cxchangoed with o purchasor, u_:i} introciicod by the auctioncer/estate agent concemed. bl with whom the auctionoerostato agont
concamed hod negotiotions, or o introduced by onother ogent during the perod of the dgroemant. PSRA-004135




Councillor

John Walsh

Phone: 087 6486228 Email: john.walsh@cllrs.fingalie € @JohnWalshDWest

Dear Rescdent

| have included some updates below on issues that | have been working on. Please don't
hesitate to contact me if | can be of any assistance.

BRIGID’S DAY

It was very positive to see the craft and storytelling workshops to mark Brigid's Day for

the first time in Mountview and Fortlawn Youth and Community Centre - well done to the
volunteers, community centre staff and the Fingal events team for all their work to celebrate
the new public holiday.

| have asked the Council to consider holding a Festival to mark Brigid's Day in Blanchardstown
in 2024 as there is a strong cultural and educational association with St Brigid in
Blanchardstown and Castleknock, highlighted by the placenames for schools and community
centres. A motion which | proposed on this was agreed at the Local Area Committee for
Dublin 15 in January.

SHACKLETON MILL

| have asked Fingal Council to bring forward plans for the conservation and redevelopment of
Shackleton Mill as an industrial museum and local heritage centre.

Motion: Councillor ). Walsh

“That the Chief Executive updates this Committee on the Council's plans for Shackleton

Mill and to bring forward proposals for appropriate use of Shackleton Mill as a heritage
museum and visitor centre.”

The response indicated that an updated Conservation Plan for Shackleton Mill was drafted
by a conservation led team in 2022. A section of the draft conservation plan identifies
priority actions to protect both the building fabric and the collections of artifacts which are
relevant to the building’s historic use. The Fingal Capital Plan 2023-25 has committed a total
of €600,000 to support the implementation of the priority actions focused on addressing
the priority protection of building fabric and collection issues. While a definitive plan for a
heritage museum and visitor centre is not developed at this stage, options for raising public
awareness of the building's significance and the development of proposals for the long term
future use including a dedicated museum, a digital interpretive centre, physical access for
guided heritage tours and consideration of appropriate uses are being examined at the
moment.

While conservation of the historic Mill is the first necessary step, | will continue to lobby the
Economics and Heritage departments to bring forward plans for redevelopment of the Mill as
a museum and cultural centre,



*
”l#

Labour . «

GUINNESS BRIDGE

It is welcome news that conservation works are
starting on the Guinness (Silver) Bridge over the
Liffey. Conservation works on the Guinness Bridge
commence on Monday 13th February and are
expected to take five months to complete. Fingal
Council have appointed Jons Civil Engineering Co Ltd
to carry out the essential conservation works on the
metal bridge structure and stone abutments. A major
overhaul of the structure is required to preserve the
bridge and abutments as they currently stand. The project, which will cost almost €1.5m, is
included in the Fingal Capital Plan. Scaffolding and wrapping of the bridge is required for
protection during repair works and temporary traffic restrictions will be necessary on Lower
Road for five months,

There is a great opportunity to re-open the Guinness Bridge as a pedestrian and cycle link over
the Liffey and this should be prioritised by Fingal Council. A relatively modest investment in re-
opening the bridge would make a dramatic difference to active travel within the Liffey Valley.

SCHOOLS

+ Itis very disappointing that no progress at all has been made by the Department of
Education to plan for an Extension for Castleknock Community College, despite public
commitments given by the Minister for Education in 2021 when CCC agreed to take an
extra class of 30 students for five years.

* The additional accommodation is also crucial to allow CCC to offer new special classes
to provide for children with additional educational needs in the area. Dublin and Dun
Laoghaire ETB have an obligation to make the case for the Extension and the inaction
by public bodies on providing essential educational accommodation for the school is
disgraceful.

+ Aradical upgrading of services for children with additional educational needs is urgently
required in Dublin 15 to ensure that special classes are offered in all schools and that the
state meets its obligations to children with additional educational needs under the EPSEN
Act..

» The current location for Danu Community Special School is inappropriate and unsafe
for children in the school and planning for the first phase failed to take account of the
legitimate concerns of parents and the school community. The Department of Education
should provide a permanent, purpose built building for Danu at the Institute of Horology,
Blanchardstown.

| will continue to campaign for the Extension for CCC and for essential facilities and services

for children with additional educational needs across Dublin 15.

Working with Cllr Mary McCamley and Cllr Declan Meenagh



Government approves establishment of defects scheme for apartments and duplexes.

water ingress defects.
legislation will provide a statutory basis for the

The
establishment of a remediation scheme aimed at protecting the :
safety and welfare of those living in apartments or duplexes with :

such defects that occurred during construction between 1991
and 2013.

Deputy Higgins said: “Unfortunately, there are quite a few :
apartments in the local area that are plagued by construction :
: glad that we now have a plan to provide them with the redress they

defects, through no fault of the owner or the renter.

“I have been engaging closely with impacted residents in the area :
as well as the construction defects alliance and | really welcome that :
we now have a plan for providing redress to those living in defective :
: concluded Deputy Higgins.

apartments.

eputy Emer Higgins, TD for Dublin Mid West, has :
welcomed the government approval of a provisional :
scheme to provide redress to people living in
apartments with fire safety, structural safety and :

“The proposed measures will ensure people who have already
paid or are paying towards remediation costs will be included and
buildings posing the highest risk will be prioritised for remediation
first.

“A whole building approach will be taken, ensuring common

. areas and shared spaces are also remediated where required to the

relevant standard,” deputy Higgins continued.
“There are some significant legacy issues in the area and

: apartment residents are facing huge financial burdens and massive
. bills to fix these issues which were never their fault to begin with.

“I know from engaging with local people who have been affected
that this has caused a massive amount of stress and anxiety and I'm

deserve.
“It will also be important that we continue to strengthen our building
control system so that similar issues don’t arise in the future,”

$ .

We love growing

if you live, work or study
in Dublin 15 - you're welcome

+No hidden fees

v’ Loans up to €100k over 10 years N ME
v Join & apply on the same day P—
v Open 6 days a week E' E

v’ Supporting local. staying local

Talk to us today
& 1800 215 215

blanchardstowncule Girowding
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NIIMBEII 1FOR BEDS IN IRELAND

S5 CRUSH VELVET R Doiio Dadlugy 572 S

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

. BED SET "o . 2
N ow L] [:nmul;te With ﬁ y 33 3 & .'-: ju
* Plattorm base ' KING SIZE (OFT)

TR €299 m= s heleBod gy €399

® lrish made
@ Split Base * Crushod Volvet @ Split Base
® Head Board . m?:::’u'l“:;ﬂ.ffi., ® liead Board
@ Orthopaedic Mattress @ Orthopaedic Mattress
@ All Colours ® All Colours

Improve, Don’t Move!

Maximise the value of your home.

It's time to upgrade your current garage door to a Garolla.

They're strong, secure and thermally insulated. So if you're

transforming your garage into a home gym, office space,

garden bar or simply using it to house your pride and joy,

Garolla has the perfect solution to transform your home.

B SPACE-SAVING - MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM e

B SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM %% [ GAROLLA » PREMIUM
Increasedd Secuity * Double baulation

B CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME Qe-Touch Close

B REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR g ;

B DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

GAROLLA TELEPHONE
ROLLER +353 1 568 6725

SHUTTER
DOORS o I

www.garolla.co.uk

IN THE UI( ﬂ

EIEIEIEIES

A it of § ¢ .T00 reviows 4Bomals 2.8 out of 10
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H Trustpilot A Yel| | Cheskatrade c E

February / March 2023 Little Village 15



Argos to close all Ireland
Stores

Argos will shut all of its stores in the Republic
of Ireland in June this year, the company said
on Thursday, following a “period of careful
consideration”. This includes Argos stores in
Blanchardstown and Liffey valley.

he move is expected to result in 580 employees losing

their jobs and the closure of 34 sites across the country.

The company, which sells electronics, gadgets, and :
toys, said it would propose an enhanced redundancy :
package for the affected workers during negotiations with :
* understand this is difficult news for our customers and colleagues.

Mandate, the trade union that represents retail workers in Ireland.

Argos said the package would go “well beyond its statutory :
: this decision lightly and we are doing everything we can to support

obligations”.

Following a review, the company said it had concluded that the :
“investment required to develop and modemise the Irish part of its :
business was not viable and that the money would be better invested :

in other parts of its business”.

The company operates in the Republic of Ireland with a “significantly
different” business model to England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland, according to Argos, meaning the closures would not affect :

any of the company’s other branches.

Area D15
Airport Taxis

AREAS WE COVER

Castleknock, Blanchardstown, Clonee,
Mulhuddart, Navan Road, Ashtown

Contact James to get an estimated fixed fare
01822 4402 / 086 255 9194
jamesairporttaxiservice@gmail.com
www.aread15airporttaxis.ie

' 6 6. 6.6 ¢

Andy McClelland, Argos Ireland Operations Manage, said: “We
“As with any major change to our business, we have not made

those impacted.”

Argos stores will remain open to customers in the Republic of
Ireland until 24 June 2023.

Before that date, the company will begin winding down its
operations - it will stop taking orders from customers via the Argos
website or its home delivery service after 22 March 2023.

The aftersales, returns, refunds and exchanges policy will continue

¢ to apply until Argos stores close.

NEW SHOWROOM OPEN

ominic’s Shopping Cenira
(Oft the Cfa Bawn Road) Tallaght, Dubbn 24
Tel: O&5 BE3 4397
Blinds Depl: 01 6237432
Opan 7 Days (Man-Fri 6 8pm, Sat ull epm &
Sam 1pm -Sgam

BLINDS &
INTERIORS

M30

CARPET SALE LINO SALE
Stairs & Landing Kitchen
From €299 From €199
Supplied & Fitted supplied & Fitted
(8X13) [BX13) |
&
. : AR |

UNIT 3 KYLEMORE PARK NORTH
OFF THE KYLEMORE ROAD
(TURN AT ROCA TILES)

TEL: 085 781 2869
OFFICE: 01 6237432
OPEN 7 DAYS (SUN 1PM - 5PM

WOODEN FLOORS
Sitting room & Hall
From €799 to €899 (30 yards
Supplied & Fitted

WOODEN FLOORS
3 Bedrooms
From €899 to €1199 (10 yards)
sSupplied & Fitted
Stairs &

Landing
in Wood or Lino

Sitting Room
in Carpet

€299

{20 yarda)
Supplied % fitted

£20 Per Week

3 Bedrooms
€499 to €699

(40 yards)
Supplied & fitted

£25 Per Week

€799
Supplied & fitted
£30 Per Week




DUNBOYNE
COLLEGE

OF FURTHER EDUCATION

OPEN DAY
30th MARCH 2023

Come see the options available to you with courses in
Business, Healthcare, Science, Computer, Design, Arts,
Law, Teaching, Services & Leisure
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W www, dunhoynecollege ie E:dunboynecollege@Imeth.ie T:01 802 6577

APPLY ONLINE for September 2023 admission
#BeginHereGoAnywhere 6
|




SPRING CLEAR OUT MANY HALF PRICE DISPLAY
SOFAS AND MATTRESSES WITH HUGE
REDUCTIONS UP TO 50%

NOW €995 NOW €595 NOW €995
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Now €1995 NOW €695 *

FK Free Parking,
Free recycling of your

Flanagan Kerins
g . replaced bed/mattress

e for Life
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NOW €99 NOW €150

NOW €565

NOW €49 NOW €199

NOW €299 NOW €895 NOW €245

Bray Retail Park, Southern Cross Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Open Mon-Sat: 1T0am - 6pm
Ph: (01) 281 3338 www.flanagankerins.ie



+ 2 ARMCHAIRS
With 4 recliners

Was €1999

Now €1099

Includmg dehvery

VISIT OUR SHOW ROOMS
Shop in the comfort Unit 3, Kylemore Park North

of your own home off the Kylemore Road, D12
S NS Daks (Turn at Rocca Tiles, facing ALDI)
OFFCE: 01 623 8389 Tel: 085 7812 869 Open 7 Days
MOBILE: 085 7812 869 Mon - Fri till 5Spm

Sat till 6pm - Sun 12-5pm




m Dublin’s Leading Supplier of uPVC
WINDOWS  Windows & Composite Front Doors

Whether you're looking for uPVC windows, composite
doors, patio doors or a conservatory, Asgard
Windows is your best choice in Dublin.

ASGARD WINDOWS, 4 PRIMESIDE BUSINESS PARK, NORTHWEST BUSINESS PARK 4, DUBLIN 15
01 623 1123 INFO @ASGARDWINDOWS.IE

WWW.ASGARDWINDOWS.IE



We are at the end of what always seems like a very long January and where

ebruary is now upon us and one of our favourite

days from school was spent, “Trying” to make a :

St. Brigid’s Cross! Saint Brigid’s Day is a feast day :

that celebrates the iconic Irish Saint and marks the
beginning of Spring. The day itself is believed to :

have its origins within a Pagan festival called “Imbolc”, which :
i The custom on this day is for a St Brigid’s Cross to be made;
Imbolc referred to the coming birth of the spring lambs and :
observed in Gaelic Ireland during the Middle Ages. Now we :
celebrate it as the feast day of St Brigid who has been called :
the “Pearl of Ireland” and forms the Trinity of the country’s :
¢ fire and hunger from the home in which it is displayed.

was then adopted by Christianity.

Patron Saints along with St Patrick and St Columcille.

Who Was St. Brigid?

480. She is said to have created the first unique cross which
now bears her name.
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celebrated as St. Brigid’'s Day. She was buried in a tomb
in the Monastery she founded in Kildare. Her remains were
later moved to Downpatrick. There, she was laid to rest with
Ireland’s other Patron Saints, St. Patrick, and St. Columcille.

St. Brigid’s Day

a four-armed cross woven from rushes grown in local fields.
When completed, these crosses are traditionally located over
windows & doorways in an Irish home to keep all inhabitants

safe from harm for the year ahead. It is thought to keep evil

The St. Brigid’s Cross has taken its place alongside the

: Harp, Shamrock and Celtic Cross as one of Irelands most
Born in Dundalk in 450 AD, St. Brigid is regarded as one of the :
earliest Christian nuns. She founded many monasteries, most :
notably the settlement at Kildare which she founded around :
: Happy St. Brigid’s Day to you all and good luck making your
. own crosses!

St. Brigid died on 1 February 525 and this date is still :

recognizable symbols. It's intricate and woven design make
it a classic piece of Ireland, which celebrates St. Brigid to this
day.

Slan go faill!



Thousands of families to
benefit from substantial
reductions in early learning
and childcare costs.

¢ country.

oderic O’Gorman, Minister for Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth today welcomed
the introduction of new subsidy rates under
the National Childcare Scheme, which is set to
: substantially reduce out of pocket costs for early
. learning and childcare for thousands of families across the

From 2 January, the minimum hourly subsidy under the

National Childcare Scheme for all children under 15 will be €1.40

* New subsidy rates under the National
Childcare Scheme effective from 2 January.

* Record numbers of children now benefitting
from supports under the Scheme.

 All families encouraged to ensure they are
availing of their entitlements under the
Scheme.
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“ u I] I I “ na"lng Quality you deserve & dependability you can count on since 1981
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DUBLIN PAVING

Dublin Paving are one of the leading contractors
for the supply and laying of paving solutions in
the Republic of Ireland. We take pride in offering
you a quality paving solution which will enhance
Residential, Commercial and Industrial properties.

A
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Dublin Paving have been completing projects for e 10-Year Guarantee

Commercial sites and Residential homes for over o/ N: .

20 years. * 20% Discount for Senior
citizens

We offer a top quality service at Lowest Prices . .

Guaranteed. Don't hesitate to call for a free e No Payment until Job is

estimate and avail of discounts available. Comp/ete

.......................................................................................................... e Free Estimates

FOR AFREE ESTIMATE CALL: .

Fully Insured & Registered
TEL: 01 830 0040

MOBILE: 087 444 2111

WETAKE: VISA @

dublinpaving@yahoo.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT
WWW.DUBLINPAVING.IE
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¢ —an increase of €0.90 per hour from last year.
:  Forfamilies using Tusla-registered early learning and childcare,
¢ this subsidy increase represents further cost reductions of €2,106
. (or a reduction of €3,326 in total) off the annual cost of early
¢ learning and childcare for each child.
The change to the National Childcare Scheme is being backed
: by €121 million secured in Budget 2023 by Minister O'Gorman,
¢ bringing total funding for the Scheme to €358 million this year.
Record numbers of children are now accessing supports under

the Scheme. More than 98,000
children are currently in receipt
of support, representing an
82% increase in the number of
children for the same period last
year.

Welcoming today’s changes to
the National Childcare Scheme,
the Minister said:

“This Government is delivering
on its promise to make high-
quality early learning and
childcare more affordable for
families and accessible to all
children.

Families can now benefit
from significant increases in the
National Childcare Scheme,
helping to ease the financial
pressure associated with early
learning and childcare in Ireland.

Increasing the subsidy that
families can avail of under the
National Childcare Scheme is
the best way to ensure all families
with children in Tusla-registered
early learning and childcare can
benefit from the Government’s
€1 billion investment in early
learning and childcare for 2023.

More families than ever
before are already availing of
the National Childcare Scheme,
offsetting their early learning
and childcare costs, and | am
confident that with this additional
investment starting today, we
can bring further benefits to
these families and thousands
more like them.

| encourage all eligible families
to avail of these supports on
offer, by visiting www.ncs.gov.
ie, calling the Parent Support
Centre on 01 906 8530 or
talking to their early learning and
childcare provider”
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Why your cat
might be a
better weather
forecaster than
Met Eireann

Irish people certainly talk about the weather a lot. This is not surprising as we have
such a changeable climate; it has been often said that in Ireland one can experience

the four seasons in one day.

hilst we talk about it, how good are we at :

predicting it?

There is a lot of folklore about predicting weather
. Pay attention to winds and clouds.
Here are some examples of weather folklore and :

and it turns out, some of it is true or partly true.
why animals know more than we do.

A year of snow, crops will grow.

to keep the ground moist.

If there is thunder in winter, it will show 7 days later.

be cold enough to cause the moisture in the system to fall as snow.

A ring around the Moon means rain will come real soon.

often occur in advance of an approaching low-pressure system,
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which often brings precipitation in the form of rain or snow.
Here are a few clues to making your own predictions:

These are the big predictors of changes in barometric pressure

and resulting weather. For instance, the adage “No weather is ill, if
: the wind be still” indicates a high-pressure system, a broad area of
¢ descending air characterized by calm winds and little cloud formation.
Fact: A several-inch layer of snow contains more air than ice. :
Trapped between the interlocking snowflakes, the air serves to
insulate the plants beneath it. When the snow melts, the water helps

Observe sheep, cats, and cows.
Their bodies are affected by changes in air pressure. When rain is

. on the way, old sheep turn their backs to the wind, cats sneeze,
¢ and cows lie down. They become restless when stormy weather
: approaches and may lie down in a dry spot. (Of course, cows also
Partly True: According to a meteorologist in Washington, D.C., this :
is true about 70 percent of the time, especially from the East Coast :
to the Plains. Thunder in winter is an anomaly often caused by a big :
dip and a big rise in the jet stream. When the next weather system :
arrives several—if not exactly 7—days later, temperatures may still :
¢ We all know that our feline friends seem to have extra-sensory
. abilities (at least, the cats think so). But is there any truth to this?
: A book commissioned by the American War Department, “Weather
True: A ring, or halo, around the Moon is caused when the light :
of the Moon refracts through ice crystals present in high-level :
clouds. Although these clouds do not produce precipitation, they

lie down for several other reasons!) Also, Animals graze with their
tail toward the wind so that if a predator sneaks up behind them, the
wind will help catch the scent of the predator and prevent an attack.

When Cats Sneeze, Rain’s on Ilts Way

Proverbs,” in 1883 stated that cats had many ways to predict weather.

Sheep

¢ One proverb states, "When sheep turn into the wind, expect rain.”
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BRINGING NEW LIFETO
YOUR KITCHENS

= BASED IN DUBLIN 15
* VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR ALLJOBS

FIFTY SHADES
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SPRAY
CALL TODAY ON
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facebook. | of hefore-&-after pics.

info@fiftyshadesofspray.ie

www.fiftyshadesofspray.ie

Another says,
weather.”

huddle up, too?

Watch birds in flight.

Air pressure affects many birds. For example, swallows have
sensitive ears; when the barometric pressure drops, they fly as close
to the ground as possible, where air density is greatest. Generally,
low-flying birds are signs of rain; highflyers indicate fair weather.

Many animals are affected by changes in air pressure—including us

humans! Here are some more proverbs to ponder:

are restless.
« If the bull leads the cows to pasture, expect rain; if the cows
precede the bull, the weather will be uncertain.

“If sheep ascend hills and scatter, expect clear :
.« When horses and cattle stretch out their necks and sniff the air,
Conversely, if sheep huddle up in a tight group, expect rain or
snow. Frankly, if you had warm and woolly friends, wouldn’t you :
Frogs Croak Loudly When It’s About to Rain
 Ever heard that “frogs croak loudly when it's about to rain”? It's true!
i Why? Frogs croak loudly to mate, and they are more successful
¢ following a good rain. This is because the eggs are laid in bodies
: of water (fresh water). The male frogs will start croaking with more
: gusto before a rain.

shall see.

it will rain.

Crickets Predict the Temperature

: We all know the evening sound of a cricket. Did you know the
» Expect rain when dogs eat grass, oxen sniff the air, and swine :

number of cricket chirps report the temperature? No kidding! Just

¢ count the number of times a cricket chirps in 14 seconds and add
40 to that number. The total is the temperature in Fahrenheit. Take
¢ a few measurements and then use the average to determine the

» When hungry bites the thirsty flea, rain and clouds you sure : temperature.
. Blanchardstown 5
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v Open 6 days a week

v Supporting local. staying local

Talk to us today
M 1800 215 215

. (i) blanchardstowncu.le -.?zm

He




WHAT IS A MEN’S SHED?

» A place for men to share their
knowledge, experiences and skills.

» A place for men to interact with
other men and grow in confidence
and self-esteem.

» A place for a nice cuppa and a chat.

= Men talking face-to-face and
working shoulder to shoulder.,

MULHUDDART MEN'S SHED
Open

Monday - Friday
10am to 4pm

B Sl Nl = L . JRA—A"

Makrng a dffference
together

Why not come along and see what we
have to offer?

If you have lots of time on your hands, oh
main activity is woodwork and learning
new skills in a friendly environment.

m Call Pat on

086 258 1866

Strlctly 10am 4|om
VlSlt the Mulhuddart Men’s Shed
Church Road, Mulhuddart, D15 KC92

Find us on:
facebook.

Delwermg Exceptional "Jalue For Money — ﬂlways - cuvermg from Dublin to Galway
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W RightPriceOil.ie

Ireland’s Leading Online Oil Brand!
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Councillor

TEDLED

Holiday Plans?

This s the time of year that you and your family may be
making a plan totake a haoliday abroad later this year...
Before you do, here are a couple ef reminders before
yisu book! Take out your passport and check its expiry
date!!

Ifitis out of date or coming mear the-end of its life you
rized to apply for & new ore- apply online otherwise
you could be waiting a couple of months!
https:/passportonline.dfa.ie/Apply/Passport

If it is out of date and you need an emergency passport contact
https:/fwww.dfa.ie/passports/urgentappointment/

Electronic System for Travel Authorisation

If you are traveling to the USA you will need an *ESTA" (Electronic
System for Travel Authorisation) - which is an approved travel
authorisation,

Your ESTA authorization is generally valid for multipls trips over a
period of two years (starting the date that you are approved) or until
your passport expires, whichever comes first. -This means that as
long as you received an ESTA authorization to travel, you do not have
ta reapply during the vaidity period_Information regarding esta for
travel to the USA https:/festa.cbp.dhs.gov/

EHIC - European Health Insurance Card
The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) lets you get healthcare
when abroad for free, or at a reduced cost
You can use the card inany European Union (EU or European
Economic Area (EEA) country. or Switzerland
It covers you if you're on holiday, or on a shori-term stay of no more
than 2 manths. IF vou're studying abroad, you'll be covered for the
academic year
Each family member needs their own EHIC. The card is free and
thera's no charge to apply
— lhere are different ways to apply depending on if
= wl WL
* v in Ireland
* are employed in Irefand but live in Northern Ireland
* ive inanother ELVEEA member state, or
Switzerland
You can also apply for a temporary card, if you need an EHIC urgently
Apply in person at your local health office.or onling at https: fwwwa,
hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/ehic/apply/

Please feel ff.ez, o contact we:

=, Update

FINE GAEL /<

Fingal Programme
of Works

The 2023 Fingal program of works is currently
being compiled. The Program of Waorks
consists of public repair and maintenance
works of roads, footpaths and open spaces
This will be the first major program of works
since Covid and an opportunity to fix legacy
problems that may have arisen. If
there are any repairs ar
improvermants you want
tosee added to the
list please contact
me with details
and | will try to
get it included
— for 2023
—

o

Guinness Bridge

I'myreally pleased that the major repair and
refurbishment works (£1.5M) on the Guinness
Bridge in the Strawberry Beds has begun, I'vie
been campaigning on this for years along with my
colleagues Clir Siobhan Shoviin & Senator Emer
Curneand othersso it s very satisfying to see this
pregress. 1he next campaign will be to openitup
as part of a Liffey Valley walking trail.

Castleknock, Dublin () 087 327 6630 (') tedleddy2014@gmail.com

O © O www.tedleddy.ie




Vital E-Scooter Legislation is passed ahead
of roll out of Electric Charging Strategy

NCBI, Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind and Irish Wheelchair Association are
urging Minister for Transport Eamon Ryan to take action with e-scooter
legislation in order to protect pedestrians with access needs before it is too late.

restrictions and insurance requirements apply.

designated parking for e-scooters.
Lorna Fitzpatrick, Advocacy and Engagement Manager said;

: vital but the legislation and regulations around use of e-scooters is
1 essential to protect the safety of pedestrians with access needs. We
know from our own research that 77% of respondents have already
. reported they had an incident with an e-scooter on a footpath. The
Bill bans the use of e-scooters on motorways and busways yet not
. on footpaths that people with access needs rely on for independent
i travel. There is clear evidence from at home and abroad that
: e-scooters have caused harm to people when involved in accidents,
yet the Minister has not moved to mitigate against these risks within
: the legislation.”

Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind Advocacy Manager, Léan Kennedy,

: said; “Blind and vision impaired people have no way of pre-empting
: a collision with an e-scooter in their travel space. Often, encroaching
: e-scooters can startle a guide dog forcing it to stop and thereby
. disorientating its owner. We know that 90% of our clients are
: concerned for their safety in relation to e-scooters, with 53% having
had a negative experience or near collision with an e-scooter. It
: should be easy to understand the need to prohibit e-scooter use on
: footpaths and in pedestrianised shared use areas. Despite Ireland
: having ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
: Disabilities, the needs of Guide Dog and Assistance Dog owners are
being neglected by the Minister in the development of this bill and it
: would take minimal effort for the recommendations in our position
paper to be incorporated into the primary legislation. We strongly
. encourage the Minister to meet with us before the confidence and
: freedom that people with mobility and vision impairments currently
he Minister recently unveiled his strategy for electric :

charging vehicle infrastructure which will include the
development of new mobility hubs in cities, where people :

can charge electric cars, bikes and scooters and avail

of shared-use electric vehicles. However, despite their :

increased usage there is still no clear legislation or a regulatory :
framework around the use of e-scooters. The three organisations :
are calling on the Minister to bring forward late-stage amendments
to ban the use of e-scooters on footpaths, mandate designated :
parking bays, reduce the maximum speed limit, and to ensure age
: inavery vulnerable position. We urge Minister Ryan to reconsider his
Recent research conducted by Dublin City Council demonstrates  :
that 73% of respondents identified “Danger to other road users” as :
a negative aspect of e-scooters and 59% indicated a preference for :
about the issues this legislation will have for people with access
. needs across the country and again reiterate their openness and
“Having the infrastructure to support this use of electric vehicles is :

enjoy comes to significant harm.”

John Fulham, Irish Wheelchair Association Public Engagement
Manager said; “The concerns and lived experience of people with
disabilities and limited mobility in relation to the use of e-scooters
has been clearly communicated by us to the Minister. Regrettably,
this has not been deemed important enough by the Minister and
his department to be adequately addressed within the proposed
legislation. The safety and security of those with disabilities and
limited mobility is being compromised. Should the legislation remain
in its current form, it places those with disabilities and limited mobility

approach and address the issues previously raised in the legislation.”

All three organisations have again expressed their concerns that
the Minister has not been available to meet with them to hear directly

availability to meet with the Minister at his earliest opportunity.

We love growing

if you live, work or study
in Dublin 15 - you're welcome

v Mo hidden fees

«' Loans up to €100k over 10 years
v Join & apply on the same day

v Open 6 days a week

v Supporting local, staying local

Talk to us today
% 1800 215 215 2
(&) blanchardstowncu.le éfmm




Safe Deposit Box Rental

@ (01)2547900 (T MerrionVaults.ie

Invest in Gold & Silver Bullion

@ (01)2547901 (i) MerrionGold.ie




The US company will open its new office in Blanchardstown in the coming months

S cybersecurity company ThreatLocker :
create !
its new Dublin office :
. businesses protect themselves from increasing cyber

has announced
120 jobs at
in Blanchardstown later this year.

plans to

The new office is expected to oversee :
the European, Middle Eastern and African markets. :
It marks a massive expansion for the leading :
cybersecurity provider in Europe, with Dublin now set :
the rise and costing businesses huge amounts of

to become its new headquarters in the region.

In 2021, the company said the new office will help :
deliver its zero-trust, data storage and ringfencing :
tools to businesses through managed service
providers in the EMEA region The move also :
coincides with the EU’s plans to introduce major :
. Executive Officer (CEO)

new legislation, the Digital Operational Resilience

Act (DORA) which will place additional cybersecurity :
: Carolan. The company is headquartered in Florida in

requirements on financial services providers.

ThreatLocker's Chief Executive and Co-Founder
Danny Jenkins described the company’s launch :
. is currently recruiting for solutions engineers and

in Dublin as a “major milestone” as they begin

their expansion into the European marketplace. Mr :
Jenkins said: “Our company has many Irish links
and Dublin is the EU headquarters of so many major :
has the potential to generate up to 17,000 jobs in

global companies, so it is the perfect location.

“ThreatLocker has ambitious targets for growth and :
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THREATLOCKER

we are very excited to push ahead with this new
phase in our company’s history. We are aiming to
strengthen our foothold in the EMEA region and help

attacks including ransomware,” he added.

Mr Jenkins also noted that cybersecurity is an
“increasing problem for many businesses with the
number of sophisticated cyberattacks”, which is on

money. He said: “The introduction of DORA across
the EU will also see financial services providers
upping their game to protect themselves and their
customers from attack.”

ThreatLocker was founded in 2017 by Chief
Danny Jenkins, Chief
Operating Officer (COO) Sami Jenkins and John

the United States.
According to an Irish Times report, ThreatLocker

account managers, with roles in admin, sales and
finance also on offer. LastMay, Cyber Ireland released
a new report indicating how the cybersecurity sector

Ireland.
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San Marino Castleknock
Unit 6, Laurel Lodge Shopping Centre
Dublin 15, Castleknock

01 821 0111

sanmarinocastleknock@gmail.com

SCAN ME
TO DOWNLOAD OUR APP
OR ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.SANMARINO.IE

SEE MORE GREAT DEALS AT

WWW.SANMARINO.IE/CASTLEKNOCK




What is predicted for
20237

The Old Moore’s Almanac is the one with the
green cover. It is the first and original, and Irish.
Some editions over 200 years old still sit in the
Long Room Library in Trinity, next to the Bibles.
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cause a scandal.

So, what are the Predictions for 2023?
- A severe health warning for Trump.
- In Ireland, house price rises will slow but still go up.

- An Atlantic event affects the West Coast of Ireland and the coastline

of other countries.
- A “great reset” of the financial system. It has already started.
- Recession but also a reordering.

- Bank run, people trying to take out their funds, the world over. Your
: indire financial straits.

cash is not your cash.

- Digital currencies issued by central banks are coming.
- Russia will have a bad winter.

- Big tech companies will merge and fall.

- Asteroid in the news, it's too close for comfort.

- Weather records set and broken again.

: - Alien news that intrigues us.

¢ - Submarine drama.

: - Team Mars will be chosen.

. - Internet outage across the world.

i - 2023 is the year of Al, watch as jobs go to the bots.
¢ - Meghan and Harry, marriage and money problems.
¢ - A change of Pope.

: - Gaelic Football: Kerry.

: - Hurling Al Ireland: Limerick.

! So, what are the best predictions Old Moore got right in 2022?
¢ In Ireland, Old Moore predicted a scorcher summer in 2022, and
: temperatures hit the 30s in 2022... he also predicted a small
tsunami, which there was in Cork after an earthquake, which he also
: predicted.

. Further afield:

: The prediction: Putin has a health crisis and a scandal. Terrorism
: retums to the European region, causing a shift in policy across
: Europe. Germany will be in the news all year, for something entirely
: strange. Shortages of items cause panic and hoarding. A boat
sinking will cause an international drama.

This paragraph has been one of the most amazing prediction

sequences of the year. So, let us break it down.

Putin indeed is ailing, with shaking and being unsteady as part of

: his symptoms. He also has had a cancer specialist shadowing him.
: Terrorism returns to the European Union — We can all agree that
Ukraine has been at the sharp end of terrorism for months now. As
¢ for Germany being in the news, it seems as though they now face
: an energy and heating crisis thanks to Russia switching off the gas
supply. As for the prediction that there would be panic and hoarding
: after a shortage of items in the EU... this very thing has happened. A
: boat sinking causing an international drama? Well, here it is.

One of the most famous predictions from 2022 must be that of “a

ecently, in 2022, he predicted that there would be riots second pandemic, unrelated to the first.” Unfortunately, Monkey Pox

and an uprising in China. It just happened! He also took hold this year, moving from Africa, right across the world.

predicted that Putin would have a health crisis and

The prediction: There will be new competitor to the big social

media platforms, offering more freedom of speech.

Welcome, Twitter2.0.

The prediction: Blind people will see again. That happened.

The prediction: Birth rates would fall. Yep, it happened.

The prediction: The economy in China is on the brink. Those

Chinese citizens who have invested in property.. . will find themselves

What happened: The latest reports are that China is indeed in

over its head. This article says that “China’s property slump and
¢ suffering economy is leading some to wonder if China could be on
¢ the brink of its own Lehman-style crisis.”

We love growing

if you live, work or study
in Dublin 15 - you're welcome

¢ No hidden fees

+ Loans up to €100k over 10 years
v Join & apply on the same day
v'Open 6 days a week

v Supporting local, staying local

Talk to us today
M 1800 215 215

blanchardstowncule Growing
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Active Travel
Scheme Update

by Councillor Pamela Conroy

With the recent announcement that Fingal County Council is to receive
€17 million towards Active Travel measures throughout the County, |
wanted to give a more detailed update on the progress of some of the
projects which received funding in the Castleknock area.

hese projects are part of the Fingal County !
Council Active Travel Programme 2021-2025,
which will see the delivery of Active Travel :
Schemes which will make it a safer, more :
viable option for those who wish to use active :
travel measures instead of private vehicles to get around.
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Castleknock-Dunsink Route

¢ As part of the 2023 allocation, this scheme has €185,000

allocated to it this year. A tendering process for a designer
had been completed, with contracts signed, for this project
at the end of 2022. The next part of the process will see

 traffic surveys, a feasibility study and an options report



being created.

Minister Roderic O’Gorman and | have asked for a :
pedestrian crossing at the Old Navan Road end of Auburn :
Avenue to be included as part of this work. | feel that a :
crossing is vital at this point to ensure a safe route to :
school for those walking to Edmund Rice College and :
The :
Active Travel Unit have indicated that this crossing will be :
: planning and design proposals for this route.
. particularly concerned that this route provides a safer
: route for pedestrians and cyclists at the Granard Bridge

Castleknock Educate Together National School.
provided via the BusConnects scheme.

Castleknock-Farmleigh-Blanchardstown Route

This scheme will link Castleknock village to Farmleigh, via :
White’s Road, up to Grove Road, via the Carpenterstown :
Road. At the end of 2022, the Active Travel Team were :
: Bicycle Parking

preparing a tender to appoint a designer for this scheme.

The tender documents are currently being finalised by
the Council so we will hopefully see the appointment of a :
¢ arecent Area Committee Meeting, | asked that this bicycle

designer soon.

At Area Committee Meetings | have highlighted the :
junction at the Carpenterstown Road going down to The :
Sandpits. At this location there is currently no pedestrian :
crossing as part of the traffic light rotation, making it :
extremely unsafe for pedestrians. | have asked that this :

scheme makes this junction safe for pedestrians.

Additionally, | have asked that the designers of this
route consider including the small strip of road from the :

: roundabout at Castleknock Community College to the

roundabout at St Patrick’s National School as part of the
scheme as it would allow many school children to travel
safely by bicycle to both the primary and secondary
schools.

Phoenix Park to Blanchardstown Route
A consultant will be appointed in 2023 to look at the
I'm

beside Castleknock-Blanchardstown Train Station, and |
will continue to raise this issue.

Funding has been allocated for the installation of bicycle
parking at appropriate locations throughout the County. At

parking accommodate cargo bikes which require more
space that regular bicycles. These cargo bikes are now
available under the bike to work scheme.

If anything is affecting your ability to get around
or live in Dublin 15 that | can help with, please get in
touch by emailing pamela.conroy@clirs.fingal.ie.
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Clir. PAMELA
CONROY

My priorities are:

Improving accessibility and inclusion in the built
environment and public spaces.

Improving the provision and safety of local active
travel infrastructure so that leaving your car at
home is a viable option.

Helping to bring communities together and
assisting them with improving where they live.

@ Providing clean and safe streets and public spaces.

: lz Working with Minister Roderic 0°'Gorman TD

{;1

'

08684628
pamela.conroy@clirs.fingal.ie
PamelaConroyCastleknock
@pamela.conroy.green

wWww.pame laconro y.1e
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More funding for organisations working with victims of crime will ensure that anyone
who suffers as a result of crime will receive every assistance available to them, a Fine
Gael TD said.

organisations to work with victims of crime.

provide support, information, and advice on the rights of victims,
Deputy Higgins said.
The allocations range from €3,000 to €740,000, and they cover:
Ruhama, and One in Four.
Violence Support, Women'’s Refuge and Rape Crisis outlets.

at Court; and

*  Specialist organisations including Migrant Rights Centre and :
: commitment to building stronger, safer communities and this funding
: is a significant element of that,” Deputy Higgins concluded.

“There is an increased budget of €5.8m allocated to the :
Department of Justice specifically for victims of crime in 2023, and :
the remaining funding will be made available later in the year once :
further service need assessments have been completed,” Deputy :

Dignity 4 Patients.

Higgins explained.

“| am particularly pleased that Beacon of Light in Clondalkin is to :
receive €21,000 which will prove a very welcome boost to delivery of :

the services available to victims of crime.”

Last October, the Department of Justice invited applications for
funding from registered charities, voluntary community groups, and :
other organisations which provide services — or plan to provide :
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eputy Emer Higgins was speaking regarding a funding :
announcement, totalling €5.25m for more than sixty-five :
: that can show they have the required management and compliance
“The work of organisations in Dublin, and across the :
country that help victims of crime is outstanding. They :
: provide supports for victims of crime on a multi-annual basis. These
outreach work, court accompaniment and crime victim helplines,”
: planning and cash flow, and to ensure more effective and efficient
: use of funding. These organisations will see an increase in funding
: of 7.9pc in 2023.
* National and larger organisations such as Women’s Aid,
* important, but increased costs and inflation have caused some
* Local organisations working with victims such as Domestic :
: organisations sought an increase on last year's funding, they have
*  General victims support organisations including Victim Support

services — supporting victims in the criminal justice system.
Funding is given to organisations that meet the objectives and

policies and procedures in place.
The Department of Justice currently funds a number of NGOs that

agreements aim to assist the organisations with their long-term

“The services provided by these organisations are extremely
difficulties — that is why this funding comes at a crucial time. Where

been granted a 5pc cost-of-living increase, at a minimum.
“Developing a victim-centred criminal justice system which
prioritises the needs and experience of the victim underpins our

Justice Minister Simon Harris said, “I know that being the victim of
a crime can be very traumatic and difficult, and we are determined
to ensure that the necessary range of supports and services to help
is available.

“Building stronger, safer communities and prioritising the needs
and experience of the victim is central to our ongoing work under
‘Supporting a Victim’s Journey’ and the “Zero Tolerance’ strategy.

“The work of so many organisations across the country that help
victims of crime is outstanding. They provide support, information, and
advice on the rights of victims, outreach work, court accompaniment
and crime victim helplines.”
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_Y BATHROOM RENOVATIONS
DESIGN * SUPPLY = INSTALL

NG, TILING, ELECTRICAL,
CARPENTRY, PAINTING

Let us take care of everything from concept
to completion.

A seamless service right through to full installation,
including all labour and materials.

Al ATTAANAITRE CEDITAE
NATIONWIDE SERV 1‘: -

FOR A FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION &
QUOTATION, CALL DAVID ON 087 968 5163

@ M4 Business Park, Celbridge, Co. Kildare @ 087 968 5163 @ david@iosbs.com



To find out. call us now for
a FREE valuation on

01821231

S MURPHY
MULLAN

www.murphymulian.ie
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Dear Householder,

If you are thinking of a spring clean and are considering

SELLING or LETTING your property in 2023, please contact our
Castleknock office for a free sales/rental valuation and to avail of
our special offer of 1% selling fee.

Phone: 01 821 2311
hazel@omurphymullan.ie susan@murphymullan.ie

Castleknock Goatstown Tallaght

018212311 | 015620917 | 0145155711




SEE PAGES 18 & 19 FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS

FK
Flanagan Kerins

Furniture for Life

THE SPRING CLEAR OUT

ARVO CHARCOAL RECLINING SOFA SET - 3 SEATER
& 2 ARMCHAIRS WAS €3,085 NOW €1,495

Free Parking, Free recycling of your replaced bed/mattress




. Blanchardstown
11y, & District
Credit Union ;

We @ Lending

we said yes to 93%
of loan applications

SCAN ME

v No hidden fees

v Loans up to €100k over 10 years
v Join & apply on the same day

v Open 6 days a week

v Supporting local, staying local

Talk to us today
™ 1800 215 215 . blanchardstowncu ie

Terms and conditons apedy. Bianchardsiown amnd District Credit ted s reguisted e Centrad Ban wi. Rieg Mo 29HCU.
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